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2.0.19 'O'K'ACE 


The Duke of RICH M ON D. 


May it pleaſe your Grace 


O excule the liberty I have taken of 
prefixing your Grace's name to theſe 
two Diſcourſes. 


It is not to offer the incenſe of adulation, 
or to ſolicit your Grace's patronage, that I 
aſſume this freedom, becauſe I do not wiſh 
to have my name diſcloſed : But whilſt 
your Grace is exerting unwearied diligence 
to detect the ignorance, the folly, and, I 
fear, I may add the villany, of thoſe Miniſters ; 
who have brought this nation into the moſt 
inglorious and calamitous diſgrace ;—whilſt | 
your Grace is bold and zealous in your endea- 
vours to ſupport and ſtrengthen the tottering 
A 2 pillars 


—_— - - — Ä = 5 —— — 


w DEDICATION. 


pillars of our failing conſtitution ;—your 
Grace will, I hope, allow me to give this 
public and unbiaſs'd teſtimony of the high 
veneration and efteem which I have for your 
abilities, your induſtry, and your integrity, — 

and permit me to have the honour of ſub- 


lenbing myſelf 
' Your Grace's 


Moſt humble, 


And moſt reſpe&tful ſervant, 


The AUTHOR, 


SERMON. I 


PET ER; v. 6. 


Humble yourſelves therefore under the mighty Hand 
of God. 


has never been able to diſcover ſome general and 
comprehenſive Syſtem of Policy, by which all 
nations may be governed ;—by which the proud, the 
ſavage, and ambitious may be reſtrained, and prevent- 
ed from ſhedding the blood of their fellow-creatures. 


[7 is much to be lamented that human Wiſdom 


But, perhaps, ſuch is the turbulent ſpirit of 
man, that it is, in the nature of things, impoſſible 
ſo far to check his luſt of power, —his vanity, and 
other unruly paſſions, as to eſtabliſh an univerſal 
peace, which can be of any long continuance, 


Our Saviour ſeems to have foreſeen this difficulty, 


and left it unnoticed and unprovided for :—Notwith- 
7 B ſtanding 


$01 
ſtanding the many good and uſeful precepts of 
morality which he has given us to be the guide of 
our lives, and the meaſure of our actions, —he has 
never recommended any ſyſtem of Civil Government, 
by which that univerſal love might be cultivated, 
and good order eſtabliſhed, which cements the 
union, and ſupports the happineſs of mankind ;—and 
yet, one would think, if it was a thing poſſible, 
the firſt Chriſtian Legiſlator better qualified for this 
undertaking than any other of God's creatures. — He 
has, indeed, in general terms, recommended reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion to lawful governors, as our po- 
litical ſuperiors ; but theſe, as he tells us, are ſet 


over us rather to deter men from doing evil, than to 
be idolized as Demi-Gods on earth. 


He well knew that God could never be ſo partial 
and unjuſt to mankind, as to require the bulk of 


them to be laviſhly ſubject to the deſpotick will of 


any individual, or any preciſe number of carthly 
Lords. +2 = 


Had he recommended or enjoined an uncondi- 
tioned obedience to thoſe whom power or wealth 


have raiſed above the level of the world, Slavery 


would thea have been a duty, and man the moſt deſ- 
picable and miſerable of God's creatures, 


Had 


a By 


Had he informed us that there was an immortal 
merit in reſiſtance, — that it was below the dignity of 
man to ſuffer himſelf to be controlled by any earthly 
power, even for his own ſecurity and happineſs, — 
we ſhould have lived laudably in perpetual Rebellion, 
and the world had been a chaos of confuſion, riot, 
and diſtraction. 


He ſaw it was impoſſible to draw the line betwixt 
Tyranny and Slavery, in ſuch a manner as would be 
obſerved by men contending with each other, and 
therefore wiſely omitted ſaying any thing which 
might be miſconſtrued or perverted into an argu- 
ment for oppreſſion. 


Men being, therefore, left to their own wilſ- 
dom and diſcretion to eſtabliſh ſuch laws as they 
thought moſt conducive to the general good, dif- 
ferent forms of government were neceſſarily adopt- * 
ed, according to the genius and temper of dif- 
ferent and diſtant nations, or agreeable to events 
ariſing from chance and the fluctuation of things 
on earth. 


There is no kingdom in the world which has not 
undergone various changes, both of fortune and 
form.—— The wealth and ſtrength of a nation is no 
B 2 certain 
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= 
certain proof that its proſperity will long continue; 
the greateſt States have generally nurſed their de- 
ſtruction within themſelves, and been the occaſion of 
their own downfall. Like an unweildy and maſly 


ſtructure, which art is too feeble to ſupport, it falls 
by 1 its own weight, 


There is a limit of power and greatneſs, which the 
watchful care of Providence will not ſuffer to be 
tranſgreſſed; and there are rights of humanity which 
cannot be reſigned For though God may not in- 
terpoſe in ſettling and eſtabliſhing any particular 
mode of government, —yet he will give the moſt 
friendly and compaſſionate checks to the headſtrong 
W of arrogance and deſpotiſm, 


When men "MF their own ſuperior ſtrength, they 
will in general tyrannize over their inferiors ;—but 
when their claims become too exorbitant to be allow- 
ed, the oppreſſed rebel, and have recourſe to the firſt 
principles of ſelf-defence to protect them from re- 
peated and intolerable injuries. 


_ In this mY God himſelf has juſtified Rebellion 
by the ſucceſs which has attended it ;—he has pull- 
ed the Tyrant from his throne, and fettered him in 
chains which he had forged for others, Y, 
8 There 
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There was, indeed, a time when it was deemed 
impious to queſtion the conduct of Princes, let it be 
eyer ſo flagrant, tyrannical, or oppreſſive ;—when 
Kings were thought to be the immediate repreſen- 
tatives of God on earth, —and, therefore, to arraign 
their behaviour was reputed blaſphemous ;—but theſe 


high-flown notions are now exploded, and a more 


mild, more equitabj]e, more reaſonable ow of 
policy eſtabliſhed, n 


You ſee the opinions of men will change, and 
conſequently the forms of government, which are 
human defigns, muſt vary alſo. . 


No kingdom in the world has been the ſport 
of more extraordinary events than this iſland which 
we inhabit, 


The hereditary ſucceſſion of our Monarchs has 
been often interrupted. ——The earlieſt ages of our 
hiſtory inform us, that this country was harraſſed by 
Romans, Danes, Saxons, and Normans ;—the empire 
was for ſome time eſtabliſhed on the Norman, and 
' afterwards the Saxon line reſtored, until the rival 
houſes of York and Lancaſter ſeverally claimed the 
ſovereignty, and the nation was diſtracted with all 
the horrors of civil diſcord. 


When 
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Wat 
When the families were united, the kingdom 
flouriſhed ;—but the adoption of a Scotch King in 
James the Firſt introduced national animoſities, pro- 
fligacy, pride, and corruption. 


During the unhappy reigns of the Stuarts, the 
nation experienced an uncommon variety of for- 
tune :—Science had begun to enlighten the minds of 
men ; they acquired ſome knowledge of their natural 
rights; they taſted the ſweets of liberty, and were 
unwilling to bend the free and ſturdy neck to a 
foreign yoke. © 


James the Firſt, and his ſon Charles, wanted to 
make the Engliſh as laviſhly dependant on their 
will as their Scotch ſubje&s had been :—But, thanks 
to the noble ſpirit of our brave anceſtors, they exert- 
ed themſelves like men, and would not bear the ty- 
rant's foot to trample on their rights :—And though 
the offence muſt be attended with the moſt aggrava- 
ting circumſtances, to juſtify ſubjects in attacking 
majeſty in his throne, they boldly put one King to 
death, dethroned another, and made choice of a 
prince who promiſed to defend the laws and religion 


which had been found mor ſuitable to the genius 


of this country. 


William | 


( 171 ] 
William the Third ruled wiſely, but with ri- 
gour—and in the ſucceeding reigns, though an un- 
ſucceſsful party might think there was cauſe for 
murmur, the nation has been continually increaſ- 
ing in wealth and in numbers. 


Queen Anne's wars were ever ſucceſsful. 


| George the Firſt was a brave King, a firm ſup- 
porter of the laws, and a real friend to the liberties 
of this country. 


The glory of extending the boundaries of our em- 
pire, and of giving laws to the whole continent of 
North America, was reſerved for George the Second. 


He died in the full career of victory. beloved by 
his ſubjects, and dreaded by his enemies. 


Almoſt ever ſince his deceaſe, we have enjoyed 
the bleſſings of an uninterrupted. peace, untill this 
lamentable period, —when Ruin threatens us on 
every ſide, - When we are thought to be under the 
neceſſity of fighting with our Fellow- ſubjects, and 
when we are probably on the eve of a war with the 
French, our jealous neighbours, and England's 
natural enemies. 


It 


(448) 1 


It would be an ehquiry which would lead me tos 
far into political diſquifition, and perhaps unfit for 
the ſanctity of this-place; to REC * ae 
us our preſent- —— ſituation. 


Whether we ay * involved in our dif 
ficulties by the pride, obſtinacy, folly, or ſelf- 
Intereſted views of thoſe who rule the ſtate, or by 


the factious "ſpirit of a haughty and powerful Party 
of rebellious ſubjects, it will, ill become me to de- 


| termine. 


- If the Americans, ſrom a weak and wanton diſlike 
to our government, © refuſe to bear any part of the 
publick burthens, or pay their proportional ſhare 
in the expences of the ſtate; —if they have loſt all 
ſenſe of gratitude and will make no return for the 
many ſavours we have conferred on them ;—if they 
expect us to be at an enormous expence in protect- 
ing them, without allowing us even an equivalent 
for our kindneſs z—if they are determined to ſhake 
off all allegiance to the Crown, becaule they think 
themſelves able to ſupport their Independence un- 
der theſe cireumſtanees there is ſurely juſtice in 
ſcourging them to obedience, the ſword mult vin- 
dicate our rights, and, if. poſſible, reclaim and com- 
pel them to their duty. | 


IE, 


„ 


( 33 ] 
If, on the contrary, they have dutifully hewn 


the moſt reſpectful regard to this country and its 
laws, ſo fat as they are concerned in them, and have 
ever chearfully and liberally contributed to the exi- 
gencies of government ;—if they are ready to make 
all reaſonable returns for whatever aſſiſtances we may 
give them, either in protecting their trade or defend- 
ing their territories ;—if they gratefully acknowledge 
the obligations they owe us, and are always prepared 
to unite their ſtrength with ours in any general and 
publie cauſe z— if, after having lived like good ſub- 
jects, the mother-country ſhould, either from a luſt 
of gain, or from the wantonneſs of power, wiſh to ex- 
tort more than is teaſonable for them to pay, or at- 
tempt to force them into a flaviſh bondage ;—if, 
after having felt real grievances, they make a duti- 
ful repreſentation of their ſufferings, and meet with 
no redreſs, nor even common attention ;—if, after 
repeated repreſentations, they are treated only with 
contemptuous negle& ;—no wonder that the ſoul of 
man is too ſenſible of its own dignity to ſubmit 
tamely, and acquieſce meanly in Inſult, Indignity, 
and Slavery :—No wonder that they chuſe rather to 
facrifice life itſelf, than proſtitute the dear pri- 
vileges of Liberty in a laviſh ſubjection to any power 
on earth :—There is a limit to which the human 
neck will bend, and there are burthens which it will 

C chearfully 


[ 14 ] 


chearfully bear but when the chains gall us, and 
the yoke 1s too heavy, —mortals muſt rebel, when 
even brutes would wince and ſwerve from their un- 
accuſtomed labour, 


We are generally induced to bear many inconveni- 
ences without murmuring, becauſe we enjoy ſome 
ſingular benefits from the eſtabliſhment of govern- 
ment but when theſe inconveniences exceed the 
comforts we enjoy, we are, doubtleſs, juſtified in 
uſing every means to better our condition. | 
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In acknowledging any form of government we 
give up ſome privileges, in order to ſecure others, 
[| which we think of greater importance; but when 
government, ſo far from giving ſecurity, makes de- 
| predations upon the property it pretended to enſure, 
! it muſt be wiſdom to put no dependance in laws, 
; from which no ſafety, ho advantage can accrue. 


The Americans think themſelves in this abje& 
condition, and therefore hazard every thing that 
can be dear on earth in attempting to amend it;— 
f they muſt feel, or at leaſt think they feel, real grie- 
[| vances, or they would never relinquiſh the mild 
. comforts of peace for all the horrors of uncertain 
—_ 3» war, 


( 15 ] 
war, and involve themſelves in every ſpecies of diſ- 
treſs, deſolation, and woe. 


If the grievances they complain of are real, they 
ſurely deſerve redreſs, and we can ſcarcely think 
them imaginary, when they come atteſted with 
ſuch ſtrong profeſſions of loyalty, and ſuch bleeding 
proofs of veracity. 


They may poſſibly have been too impetuous and 
preſumptive ;—confident of their own ſtrength, they 
may have too lightly regarded the force of our 
arms :—Be this as it may, it will be well to conſider 
whether we have not been too arrogant, and, in the 
inſolence of power, expected more than could con- 
ſiſtently with the laws of nature be granted. ——The 
war has, I much fear, been promoted by thoſe who 
were moſt likely to accumulate wealth, by making 
eos on public diſtreſs. 


on an impartial review of the whole matter, 
there appear to be faults on both ſides, - and which- 
ſoever was the aggreſſor, or continues to be the obſti- 
nate ſupporter of this war, it matters not ;—our diſ- 
treſs is general, and nothing but the intervention of 
Providence can deliver us from thoſe evils, which are 


ſuſpended over our heads by a ſingle hair. 
C 2 Much, 


e (161 
Much, alas ! too much blood of our fellow-ſub- 
jects has been already ſhed, and God only can pre- 
vent the effuſion of a great deal more ;—to him 
therefore muſt we fly for ſuccour, for it is he alone 
who fighteth for us, and is able to reljeye us. 


5 
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There, perhaps, never was a time when a general 
humiliation before God, and an entire reliance on 
the good-will of Heaven, were more proper, more 
neceſſary, or required more fervency than the preſent; 
| when there was greater need for us to ſupplicate a 
forgiveneſs of our fins, and a deliverance from our 
difficulties ; for, perhaps, there never was a period 
when feligion was ſo coldly regarded ;—-when the 
name of God was ſo little reverenced, or his com- 
mandments leſs attended to; when luxury preyait- 
ed fo univerſally; when vice was more 4 898 
when every ſpecies of corruption was more flagrant, 
notorious, and general: Men proſtitute the facred 
names of honeſty. and honour, to the ſordid hopes 
of dirty lucre ; they ſacrifice eyery principle of virtue 
to ſelf-intereſt, and think no laws obligatory which 
are not conyenient ;—To- ſwell their treaſures, — 
to obtain empty titles of diſtinction, to multiply 

the number of their ſenſual delights, to make pro- 
viſion for the fleſh, in order to fulfill the luſts thero- 
of 
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471 
of. are the ſole objects of their wiſhes, their ſtudy, 
and their labour. 


Whilſt men are thus running after their own in- 
ventions, and following the giddy phantoms of vani- 


ty and pleaſure, how can we expect that God will 


either give us victory in the day of battle, or fave us 
from any evils that may threaten us? We have no 
right to expect God's aſſiſtance unleſs we deſerve it. 


1 ſpeak to every man both with reſpect to his pri- 
vate and his publick conduct, let his own con- 


ſcience, upon a fair examination, juſtify his actions, — 


and where he has offended, let him intreat the for- 
giveneſs of God. This is the ſureſt way to obtain 
his pardon, and merit his future fayour ;—our 
prayers may then prove effectual God may then 
be entreated for the land, and, according to the 
greatneſs of his mercy, pardon the iniquity of his 
people,” — may fave and defend us from all dangers 
and adverſities, and make us a happy people, and a 
yy 3a 


Which God of his infinite mercy grant, &c. 


* Numb. xiv. 19. 


* 2 


( ˖C— - N 


Wh 


S ER MO N II. 


JOEL, ii. 12, 14+ 


Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, turn ye to me with 
all your heart, and with faſting, —and rent your 
heart and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, flow 


10 . and of great kindneſs. 
1 reflect that there is a Providence, —a God in 
Heaven, who watches over the concerns of 
men with tender care and fatherly affection. In 
our greateſt difficulties and misfortunes to him alone 
we can apply for ſuccour and relief ; and it muſt 
be a noble principle in him, which we can never 
ſufficiently admire, to be always ready to affiſt ſuch 
ungrateful creatures as men are, whenever they 
think it ee to implore his aid. 


T is a circumſtance abounding with comfort to 


In the joyful hours of ſucceſs and proſperity we 
ſeldom * who it is that has done ſuch great 
things 


= 


with marks of 
they will but repent of their fe former fins, © turn 
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things for us; — we are ful of the benefits we 
have received, and unthankful to God for the favours 
he has conferred :—And yet, in the bitter moments 
of ſickneſs or 'deſpair, or any temporal calamity, 
we have the inſolence to throw our ingratitude on 
God's mercy, and to aſk, and even expect from him, 
the bleſſings which we had before diſregarded. 


And ſhall God be-merciful to us, who are thus 


ungrateful to him ? 


We are told he will !—He acts not from the low, 
narrow, ſelfiſh motives of revenge — nor does he take 
any delight in the ſufferings of mankind. but with 
a generoſity, peculiar to the divine goodneſs, receives 
approbation the greateſt offenders, —if 


from the wickedneſs which- they have committed, 


and do that which is lawful and right.” 


Alt is from a conviction of this truth, that we are 
dere aſſembled to entreat God to forgive us our paſt 
offences, and to interoede with * for the * 
and proſperity of this land. 


I fear none of us lead ſuch unſpotted lives, and I 


-hope no one is too vain to acknowledge, that we 


have 


{ 1 ] 


have not all ſufficient .reaſon to ſupplicate the ors 


giveneſs of God for our tranſgreſſions. 


5 A8 r have all need of God's mercy :;— 
As a collective body,—as a nation,—it is but the 
crimes of a Few. we can have cauſe to deplore :— 
But we are all concerned, and very nearly too, in 
ſome of the faults thoſe Few may have committed ;— 

when Rulers err,—the People feel the ſad Gn of 
their miſconduct; 13 


Has the public money been ſquandered or em- 
- bezzled — Has war been wantonly begun? Have 
unneceſſary expences been incurred? Has there 
been . miſmanagement or. extravagance ?- The 

people pay for the folly or wickedneſs of their 
governors, and are, in the end, the greateſt 
- ſufferers':—So that whether we are involved in dif- 
ficulties by our own imprudence, or by the faults 
.of others, we have abundant reaſon to lament, and 
to implore the interceſſion of Heaven. 


But it may be aſked, perhaps, under what parti- 
cular misfortunes do we now labour? What mighty 
loſſes has the nation ſuſtained ?—In what alarming 
diſtreſſes is the kingdom involved, —to require a 

oof Dr - +4 more 


7 a 


221 


more than ordinary exertion of God's favour and 
protection? | | 


The defection or diſloyalty of our fellow-ſubje ects 
in America, is faid to be the fundamental cauſe of 
our preſent troubles ;—but whether we are to im- 
pute their conduct to a zealous and noble love of 
Hberty, or to a mad impatience to ſhake off the re- 
ſtraints: of qur government, —is à matter, which, if 
were qualified to explain, might poſſibly be 
thought un ſeaſonable, and unſuitable to the ſolemni- 
ty of this occaſion, 


To give you my private hajimenys, might » 
8 pertiat of nnn, 


Let it ſuffice to fay, that the deſign; to mich 
hands the reins of government are entruſted, would 


ſcarcely have blown the trampet,—ſanctified a Faſt, 
and called a folemn aſſembly, if they had not fund 
the affairs of the ſtate in a perilous ſituation, 


Our Rulers are the moſt likely to underſtand the 
ſtrength or weakneſs, the riches or poverty of the 
nation, — and it is they who recommend it to us to 
humble ourſelves, that we may obtain the Almighty's 
pardon and aſſiſtance. 


I 


L. 23 ] 

I ſhall therefore ſuppoſe it true, that the ſtate of 
our affairs is not only alarming but calamitous,— 
that public credit is on the decline, that the glory 
of the kingdom is fading away, —and that God is 
viſiting with his judgments the wickedneſs of the 
land ;—1I fay, I ſhall eoincide with the ſentiments 
of our governots, in ſuppoſing that theſe things are 
ſo, —and conſider in what manner we ought to de- 
mean ourſelves before God, in order to avert his 
judgments, and render our petitions acceptable. 


We are told in the Scriptures that “ in the time 
of our trouble, if we ſeek the Lord, he will hear 
and deliver us out of our diſtreſs; — and we may col- 
lect from many different paſſages, that the moſt wel- 
come method of making our deſires known to God, 
is by Faſting and Prayer. 


There are ſeveral inſtances in the Old Teſtament 
of prophets and good men, who, in the time of 
publick danger,—or when they wanted to ſolicit 
the Almighty for any particular favour, always 
purified themſelves by Faſting, —before ** ey thought 
they were qualified to offer up their petitions, and 

in order to render them more certainly ſucceſsful. 
| D 2 | Deut, 


* 
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Deut. xix.—When God's wrath was kindled 
againſt the people of Iſrael, becauſe they were rebel- 
lious and diſobedient, and turned aſide from the 
way which he commanded, 'ver. 12.—and therefore 
threatened to deſtroy them, and to blot out their 
name from under Heaven, ver. 14.—Moſes is faid to 
have FASTED forty days and forty nights, —he 
neither eat bread nor drank water, —and then in- 
treated God to pardon their wickedneſs, and by 
that means ſoftened the fierceneſs of God's anger, 


ſo that he forgave their miſdeeds, and deſtroyed them 
not, ae Ixxviii. 38. 


Dan. ix.— When the prophet Daniel beſought 
the Lord to turn away his anger and fury from the 
eity of Jeruſalem, he ſet his face unto the Lord, to 
ſeek by prayer and ſupplication, with TASTIxo, 
and ſackcloth and aſhes, —and then made confeſſion 
of his own fins, and of the fins of the people :—And 
afterwards, before he was prepared to ſee the viſion, 
and receive comfort from it, to ſtrengthen him in 
his righteouſneſs, he was - mourning three full 
weeks, — he ate no pleaſant bread, neither came 


fleſh' nor wine in his mouth ,—until three whole 
weeks were fulfilled. 


When 


[ 25 ] 
When David intreated God to be gracious, and 
let the child live which Uriah's wife bare unto him, 


he FASTED and went in, and lay all night upon the 
carth, 2 Sam. xii. 16, 


As ſoon as Nehemiah heard of the affliction and 
reproach of the Jews, and that the wall of Jeruſalem 
was broken down, and the gates burnt with fire, — 
he fat down and wept and mourned certain days, 
and FASTED and prayed before the God of Hea- 


ven, Nehemiah i. 


In the firſt book of Samuel we read, that the 
Lords of the Philiſtines went up againſt Iſrael ;—and 
when the children of Iſrael heard it, they were 
afraid of the Philiſtines, and were gathered together at 
Mizpeh, and drew water and poured it out before the 
Lord, and FASTED on that day and ſaid—“ there. 
we have ſinned againſt the Lord,” —After this act 
of repentance and humiliaton, we learn, that the 
Lord thundered out of Heaven with a great thunder 
on that day, upon the Philiſtines, and diſcomfited 
them, and they were ſmitten before Iſrael, 1 Sam. 


vii. 5. 


Many other inſtances might be produced from the 
Old —_—_— where Faſting uſually preceded 


Prayer, 
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Prayer; on any perilous and important oceafion ;— 
not that there ſeems to be any particular holineſs in 
the act of Faſtmg,—the cuſtom is rather Jewiſh than 
Chriſtian, —rather not improper than abfolutely 
neceſſary, rather too liable to infincerity, to claim 
any high merit,—and yet commendable enough ;— 
for when abſtinence has rendered the body cool and 
temperate, and the carnal defires of the fleſh are 
become mortified, —the mind is then better able to 
fix its attention on the object it means to contem- 
plate ;—freed from the em barraſſment of ſenſual ap- 
petites, it is not diſtracted by vain and temporary 
wiſhes, — but, deliberate and uninflamed, offers up its 
petitions to the Almighty with all meckneſs and 
humility. 


Had any perſon a favour to ſolicit from a tem- 


poral Prince, it would be highly imprudent and diſ- 


reſpectful to make his requeſt known when heated 
with ſtrong drink, or robbed of his reaſon by intem- 


perance. 
But if this would be indecent and offentive be- 


| haviour to an earthly Prince, -how ſhameful, how 


iniquitous mult it appear before the Nagel of Hea- 
ven! 


The 


[ 27 ] 
The ſafeſt way to prevent this exceſs, —is to ſhug 


every thing that may captivate the ſenſes, or cloud 
the underſtanding. 


Faſting, you ſee, may . be conſidered as a 
preparatory to prayer, rather than an independant 
virtue of itſelf, - not but a continuance in tempe- 
rance and ſobriety may be a likely means of ſecuring 
to us the bleſſings we have deſired and obtained. 


Beſides theſe good effects of Faſting, there is a virtue 
and an advintage produced by it, which I muſt not 
omit mentioning to you: - When we live ſparingly 
ourſelves, we are better enabled to aſſiſt and re- 
lieve the neceflities of others, 


The wants of nature are eaſily ſatisfied, and when 
we ſave of our ſupertluities to feed the poor, we are 
exerciſing a virtue which is moſt acceptable to God, 
and moſt beneficial to our fellow- creatures. 


This ſeems to be the ſenſe in which the prophet 
Iſaiah underſtood Faſting,.— and in this conſiſts the 
een excellence which he aſcribes to it. 


After reproving the hypocriſy of the Jews, and 
telling them that the Faſt, which God had choſen, 


« was 


[ 28 } 
te was riot for 4 man to afflict his ſoul, to bow 
down his head like a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſack- 
cloth and aſhes under him; —he afterwards explains 
what he means by a Faſt that is acceptable to the 
Lord: —“ It is,” ſays he, to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs ;—to undo the heavy burthens, and to 
let the oppreſſed go free ;—it is (in moſt emphatic 
words) to draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and to 
bring the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe ; —when 
thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not 1 from thine own fleſh.” —Ifaiah 


Iviii, 


By Faſting, in its moſt extenſive ſenſe, we are to 
underſtand the forbearance from all vice whatſoever, 
and the exerciſe of every ſocial and good act. 


By Faſting, in its literal and common acceptation, 
we muſt not ſuppoſe it means an entire abſtinence 
from every kind of nouriſhment, —for this might 
be injurious to the health of the body ; but ſuch 
a ſparing uſe of food as may keep the body tem- 
perate, —the underſtanding compoſed, —and enable 
us to be more liberal in giving to the poor. 

| With 


[9] 
With ſuch a diſpoſition of body and mind, we 


may, I think, preſume to humble ourſelves before 
the Throne of Grace. 


And as we can have but little ground to expect any 
favour from God, until we are in peace with him, 
we ſhould aſk forgiveneſs of our fins, —implore his 
pardon for paſt offences, - and then rely on his good- 
neſs to beſtow further bleſlings. This was the 
method uſed by all good men in ancient times, —and, 
indeed, until we have wiped off the ſtain of old 
crimes, we ſhall ſcarcely be fit to receive, though 
we may have the preſumption to ſolicit, new fa- 
vours. 


But, having ſincerely repented of our former faults, 
we may then pray to God,—and if, with a true pe- 
nitent heart and a lively faith, we put our whole truſt 
in him, his wiſdom and goodneſs will doubtleſs in- 
duce him to give us ſuch things as are either neceſſary 
or convenient for us; 


It may be obſerved that, in the public worſhip 
which we weekly pay to God, we beſeech him to 
eſtabliſh the ſafety, and to proſper the honour and 
welfare of theſe kingdoms ;—but on this occaſion, 
when we are to implore a deliverance from the moſt 

| E imminent 
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imminent danger, —we ought to be more earneſt and 
fervent in our ſupplications ;—as the bleſſings we 


aſk are more important, —our addreſſes ſhould be 
more warm and ſincere. 


We ſhould intreat God to grant ſuch ſucceſs to our 
arms, that the ſecurity of the State may be eſtabliſh- 


ed,—and the glories of the kingdom flouriſh unſul- 
lied. 


But our requeſts muſt be tempered by moderation 
and equity, - we are not to imagine God will give us 
unreaſonable advantages. to enſlave thoſe with 
whom we ſtruggle, or to oppreſs them in the day of 
victory, —in the moment of triumph and exulta- 
tion.— No, if we would obtain what we aſk, —let 
us petition for our own ſafety and the bleſſings of 


Peace. 


A generous and humane man can have no pleaſure 
in ſhedding the blood of his fellow - creatures. even 
of men miſtaken in opinion or miſled by ambition. 


To aſk for blood, revenge, and erwelty, i is too 
ſavage a wiſh to be indul ged. 


Let 


* 
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Let us rather intreat the Almighty to infuſe ſuch 
a ſpirit of peace and amity,—of friendſhip and good- 
will, into the minds of thoſe who have been driven 
to ſhake off their dependance on us, and their con- 
nexion with us,—that the horrors of war may 
ceaſe ;—that a mutual confidence and good under- 
ſtanding may be eſtabliſhed ;—that the terms of con- 
ciliation may be ſuch as ſhall not derogate from each 
other's honour ;—that the Americans may ſee and 
be inclined to promote the true intereſt of their 
country; and that the Governors of our State 
affairs may not be too long obſtinate and blind to our 
own; that we may hereafter live together in bro- 
therly love and unfeigned affection; ;—conſtantly and 
cordially aſſiſting each other againſt the incroach- 
ments of a common enemy ; and living in ſuch a 
manner as may beſt promote our temporal conveni- 
ences, and ſecure for us the bleſſings of eternity ;— 
We muſt take this latter part into our conſidera- 
tion, —for what is grandeur ?—what is power ?— 
theſe are but vain and momentary pleaſures, and not 
to be compared with the joys of futurity, | 


For theſe and all other bleſſings let us put our 
truſt in God; for it is He alone who is able to give 
every thing we want on carth, or can wiſh for in 

Heaven, 
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